%All2 NEWS

CONTACT: Fran Clader Office of Media Relations

(916) 843-3310 601 N. 7" Street
Sacramento, CA 95811

FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE

December 20, 2010 10-41

T1S THE SEASON FOR SAFE, HOLIDAY TRAVEL

SACRAMENTO, Calif. — The holidays are a time ofetalation with family, friends and
co-workers. Often, those holiday festivities inktravel, whether it'’s to a relative’s house, home
from the office Christmas party, or even just ac§urip to the store for a last-minute purchase.
Regardless of what brings you out on the roadwlaigsyear, know that you’re in good company
with the California Highway Patrol (CHP).

On Friday, Dec. 24 at 6 p.m., the CHP begins itaslihas Maximum Enforcement Period (MEP)
which continues through Sunday, Dec. 26 at 11:58 During this holiday weekend, CHP
offices throughout the state plan for increasetlgresence by deploying special enforcement
teams, in addition to those who are already scleeldiol work.

“The holiday season is all about having good timvék family and friends, and about sharing and
giving,” said CHP Commissioner Joe Farrow. “We tammake sure everyone enjoy their
festivities, and therefore, our goal is to ensure &nd your loved ones arrive at your destination
safely.”

Drivers are reminded to always wear seatbeltscpidren in appropriate safety seats, drive at a
safe speed for various conditions, and never dxitikdrive during this holiday season.

“Officers will be on the road to ensure motoristéebrate the holidays in a safe, responsible
manner,” added Commissioner Farrow. “If your ceddibn involves alcohol, please designate a
non-drinking driver.”

Last year during the CHP’s Christmas holiday erdorent effort, 22 people were Killed in
collisions statewide; among the vehicle occupaitisckwithin CHP’s jurisdiction, more than half
were not wearing a seatbelt at the time of thehcr&HP officers also accounted for 1,104 arrests
made statewide for driving under the influence (Pdlliring the 2009 Christmas MEP.

The CHP will conduct a similar holiday enforcemefiort during the New Year’s weekend which
begins Friday, Dec. 31 at 6 p.m., and continuesuijin 11:59 p.m., Sunday, Jan. 2, 2011.
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